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ABSTRACT

This is a “technology-based era” where technoldgimaovations are the order of the day. The roléaofyuage
teachers/learners in the language learning protess been largely redefined thanks to the rapid ni@olgical
advancements. As facilitators, the teachers “fatd’ the language acquisition of the learners helpp them to equip
themselves with effective language skills. The dagichnological strides have necessitated the ¢éeadh be tech-savvy
and integrate technology with the teaching andniear of a language. Technology assisted languagehiieg makes
language learning a wholesome and enriching expagieWith technology being the buzzword of the dialgas become
imperative to enhance the teaching learning methemlsas to make language learning “effective, appgaand

interesting.” Technology, as a “tool”, provides tharners with updated learning material for largguacquisition.
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INTRODUCTION
Technology- A Boon for Language Learning

It is needless to say that technology opens upvistas for language learning. It provides a pledhofrlanguage
learning resources and hones the learners’ LSRWsSKEmart classrooms, interactive white boardgijtali language
laboratories, multimedia projectors, and computerd so make language learning pleasant, fruitfdl efficacious. The
benefits of using technology as “learning tool” amanifold. a) It gets rid of monotony and boredossaciated with
conventional classrooms b) it enables non-natiealkgrs of English to use the language flawlesslgxposing them to
the correct accent and pronunciation. c) It stiredand motivates collaborative learning d) it ioy@s learning efficiency
by integrating classroom learning with technologiyeh learning d) it brings in variety to the clessms and evokes the

curiosity of the learners to learn a language t B)dkes the learners to be innovative when usiadathguage.

According to R.E. Slavin, educational technologgrfiplements what a great teacher does naturally™aitt
ever-expanding content and technology choices, frimi®o to multimedia to the internet,” “there’s anprecedented need
to understand the recipe for success, which ingthe learner, the teacher, the content and theosmvent in which

technology is used.”
Technology Assisted Language Learning

The new and emerging technologies provide ampleppities for enhancing the quality of teachingrleng.
The far-reaching impact of technology is felt ihsgglheres, especially in education. Eric Ashby e Fourth Revolution
opines that “... the fourth revolution is portendeg developments in electronics, notably those invgvthe radio,
television, tape recorder and computer.” (18) Hso adtates that “any technology, which increasesrake of learning,

would enable the teacher to teach less and letearn more.” (25)
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Geeta Padmanabhan in The Hindu MetroPlus datedo®cfil 2010 opines that “... the essence of techydkg
its ability to motivate passive listeners to intgradiscover and learn creatively through new medeid solutions to

specific problems...” (www.thehindu.com/thehindy.Pushplata and Sanjay Kumar are of the view thatTechnology

in teaching not only helps to store informationt blso allows students to monitor their own leagnand continually
evaluate their own performance.”(33) Language teeschave a pivotal role to play in arousing therlees’ interest to
employ technology to the maximum for learning aglaage. According to Howe and Strauss, as the pregsseration
“gravitate toward group activity” (157), teachemsed to assign various tasks such as GD, presentatie plays and so
on. Only through the various activities, the teastemable the learners to become independent aatha. When made to
do presentations or take part in GDs, learnersgeitito know the nuances of a language and howdatieffectively in

various contexts. They will learn the art of comneating with a large group of people.
Communication Laboratories

With English gaining the stature of a global langgiathe need to master it has become importanguistic
competency is paramount for a professional’s capeegression. To attain mastery over the langutigefour language
skills (LSRW) need to be honed. As per a SCANS riepbU.S, listening is the first and foremost ssitill mandated by
the industry. Language labs serve the above sapbpa by providing opportunities to the learnersliiening to various
passages, answering questions, reading comprehensassages and writing exercises. They also hawe th
provisions/features for recording, repeating arayiplg the exercises so as to enable the learnédendfy their flaws and

rectify accordingly.

Ateacher console when connected with studentsaerenables the teachers to interact with theestisgdassign
different lessons to different types of learnemssgal on their calibre), help the students if regljiand eventually monitor
their progress. Communication labs ensure langlesgaing by self. Some of the advantages of langualgs are: a) they
make learners feel comfortable of using the languagthey get rid of the learners’ inhibitions adiffidence c) expose
them to native accent, and pronunciation d) endb&r active participation and e) develop their poetension,
vocabulary and listening skills. A language lakecsito the needs of the individual learners by iling opportunities to
enrich their language skills and “promotes motwatio listen; it provides a rich context for auttieity of language
use.”(Flowerdew & Miller 172) A language lab complents and supports the delivery of material andsages a lot of
flexibility.

Learning through Software

Being interactive and user-friendly, language lesgnsoftware ensures and creates a congenial fgprni
atmosphere for the learners. The software can b®mised according to the requirements and demaintte learners.
Depending on the levels of the learners (beginnatermediate or advanced), a teacher can createupload various
exercises/lessons using audio/video facility arglgasto the learners. The teachers can group thiests into pairs to
facilitate discussions, debates, vocabulary bujdaxercises and the like that promote collaboratea@ning and
“linguistic competency.” This will provide autonontg the learners to learn and use a language witfidence. Some of
the features of the software are: a) there is prowifor broadcasting any information by the teadboeall learners b)
ample scope for forming various student groups@matovision for evaluation and monitoring the €lnot$’ progress both

by the teacher and the learner d) learners candget any qualms or inhibitions and interact wihse.
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Power Point Presentations

Being easily affordable and accessible, slides lsanused as tools for quick learning of a langualdee
advantages of using power point presentationsadréhey instil confidence among the learners b)rawe their listening
skills c) evoke an interest among the learnerg#on a language d) ensure precision and claritpnpjove the language
prowess and eventually enhance the learners’ |laggskills. With the aid of power point presentasipmon-native
speakers of English can get to understand thergsafand nuances of the language like accent, siresgronunciation.

Power Point Presentations help in improving thentébn power of the learners.
Computer Aided Language Learning (CALL)

Computers have become an integral part of all imes! The role of computers in second languageniegrand
acquisition cannot be undermined. According to Le&V4LL is “the search for and study of applicatiarfsthe computer
in language teaching and learning.” Lynne Camerohi$ bookTeaching Languages to Young Learners is of the view
that “Computers and the Internet are changing tiesipilities for language learning.” (244) he fetlsuggests that “...
we must be open to new ways of using computergogdand tools not yet invented, so that what and lwe teach in

school meshes into their lives.” (244)

S.S. Kulkarni inlntroduction to Education Technology observes: “.... The computer is going much beyond.
can perform many functions which no human teaclr perform and those too at a place and time caeeneto the
learners.” (401) Computers equip the learners witbessary skills to communicate with ease and dpldmey create a
congenial learning atmosphere for learning the oweriaspects of a second language like pronuncjatiocabulary,
comprehension and so on. The modern technologiasfarm learners from being mere “passive listértertactive users
of the language."The integration of computer tedbgyp in classrooms will empower and motivate thermers to learn a

language collaboratively with their peers.
Internet Based Learning (IBL)

Being the “storehouse of knowledge and informatjdh& Internet provides a mine/wealth of updatédrmation
to its users. As of September 2011, India has ‘tmmedred million net users.” This only goes to prakie penetration
power of the Internet to change the lives of peogdpecially the youngsters. Learners need tohgpaotential of Internet
and use it an “educational tool” for making langeidgarning inclusive, fast-paced and hassle-fréw fiet provides a
plethora of learning/teaching material on variosigegts of language like grammar, accent, pronuaniatocabulary both
for the teacher and the learner. It would not bexaggeration to state that Internet has revolit@shthe face of teaching-

learning a language. Sites like www.englishcafe comw.worldenglish.comwww.about.comwww.nonstopenglish.com

www.bbc.co.ubffer a collection of resources for language leagnand development. It goes without saying that the

Internet plays a pivotal role in the second languagcquisition of the learners.
Mobiles as Tools for Language Learning

Being “easily available, accessible, user frierayg convenient”, mobiles can at the best be usediasational
tool for language learning. They have provisionsuploading, downloading, browsing material frora thternet, copying
and saving files in a portable format. They ensarey time and any place learning” devoid of the stoaints of time,

space and distance. Learners can strengthen thedbulary skills by accessing and learning new word
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Booksellers and publishers like www.orientblackswwam www.amazon.conprovides online resources for

language learning. Today being highly competitivel aylobalised era, mere technical prowess alonk nweil enable
employees to go places in their career. They nedzkt linguistically competent” in order to gainsaong foothold and
attain the pinnacle of success. One of the mosbitapt soft skills expected of a professional is/ter linguistic
proficiency. English being the second languagenany a learner, it is indeed a cumbersome taskdornative speakers
to attain mastery over the language. However, kfisina can be set right/overcome by taking recotwsenline
dictionaries. They, to a large extent, assist ¢aeriers in developing their language skills. Learisan also turn to various
educational satellites, blogs for enriching thairduage skills.

CONCLUSIONS

It is imperative to supplement conventional teagHaarning of a language by integrating and empigynodern
technological innovations in the classrooms. Tetdmo ensures a level-playing field by providingfdient learning
experiences for learners, according to their calitknowledge and understanding. It creates a caaigérarning
atmosphere and paves the way for better undersigmdithe language. Even though a language camotdstered in its
entirety with technology, it can however, act astal resource for language learning. The onusiishe teachers to make
effective use of technology so that the learneap the dividends and become “active users” of dinguage. A complete
transition from the conventional to the modern madeteaching may not be a possible panacea forptioblems
encountered in language teaching. On the other, lranohclusive and integrated approach in classsomay open up new
vistas for teaching a language.
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